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SEIU Local 73 Announces Leadership Transition as Secretary-

Treasurer Joseph Richert Retires After 35 Years of Service 

Executive Vice President Jeffrey Howard Appointed Secretary-Treasurer;  
Trumaine Reeves Named Executive Vice President 

Chicago, IL – SEIU Local 73 announced today that Secretary-Treasurer Joseph will 
retire this week, capping a 35-year career dedicated to the union and its members. In 
accordance with Local 73's constitution and bylaws, President Dian Palmer has 
appointed, and the Executive Board has approved, current Executive Vice President 
Jeffrey Howard to serve as Secretary-Treasurer for the remainder of the term. Trumaine 
Reeves, currently Chicago Public Schools Division Director, has been appointed 
Executive Vice President. 

Joseph's union career began 35 years ago as a custodian with Cicero School District, 
where he first became an SEIU member. In 2000, he stepped into a new role as an 
organizer with Local 73, beginning a career of advancement through the union's 
leadership ranks that culminated in his election as Secretary-Treasurer. He is a 
graduate of DePaul University's Labor Education Program. 

"We are eternally grateful for Joseph's years of service to our members and our union," 
said Dian Palmer, President of SEIU Local 73. "As a longtime officer of Local 73, 
Joseph always put members first in the fight for social justice, economic justice, safe 
working conditions, and respect and dignity for all workers. We wish him well in his 
retirement." 

Jeffrey Howard Steps Into Secretary-Treasurer Role 

Jeffrey Howard brings more than 30 years of union experience to his new role. A third-
generation union member and proud U.S. Air Force veteran, Howard has served at 
every level of the labor movement — from shop steward to Secretary-Treasurer of a 
55,000-member local union — across three different unions, building a career defined 
by collaboration with labor leaders nationwide. He holds a bachelor's degree in Union 
Administration and Leadership from the National Labor College. 

"I thank Joseph for his service to our union, and I thank President Palmer for entrusting 
me with the financial stewardship of the local," said Howard. 

 

 

 

 

 



Trumaine Reeves Named Executive Vice President 

With Howard's elevation to Secretary-Treasurer, Trumaine Reeves has been appointed 
Executive Vice President. Reeves has served with Local 73 for more than 17 years, 
most recently as Chicago Public Schools Division Director, where he has worked 
closely with members on the frontlines of public education to strengthen representation 
and advocacy across the division. 

"Throughout my time as a division director at Local 73, I have strived to ensure our 
members have the finest representation," said Reeves. "I am honored by President 
Palmer's appointment and look forward to continuing my work for everyone our union 
represents." 

"Jeffrey and Trumaine have exemplified leadership in fighting for the rights of our 
members," said Palmer. "I am proud to have them as part of the leadership team of 
Local 73." 

# # # 
 

SEIU Local 73 represents more than 37,000 workers, primarily in public service and 
publicly funded positions in school districts, municipalities, social service agencies, and 
many other job classifications in Illinois and Indiana. We are dedicated to improving the 
lives of workers and their families. 

 


