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UIUC Workers Rally After Voting to Authorize Strike
What: Food service and building service workers at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign,
represented by SEIU Local 73, will hold a rally to demand a fair contract. Workers voted in June to call a
strike, if necessary. These workers are a vital link to the success of students and all of the University
community.
A major bone of contention for years has been the University’s chronic refusal to hire enough service
employees, particularly in building service. Understaffing is severe and dangerous. Many workers are
currently covering 2-3 vacant jobs, resulting in increased muscle strain and injury, as well as stress, the
threat of discipline, and dissatisfaction with the quality of the work when there are not enough workers to
do it properly. Many are injured on the job and the University often resists paying workers compensation.
Food service workers are laid off four times a year: a week at Thanksgiving, a week during spring Break,
a month over the winter break, and three months in the summer. During this time laid-off employees are
not eligible for unemployment and must continue paying for health insurance. Many are on public
assistance. Small amounts of work are available, but the work is not steady and often insufficient to cover
bills. Many workers lose their phones, cars, or living arrangements in the summer. This is unfair to
workers and the community they serve.
The University recently demanded that workers accept a wage offer without reviewing it, they want to
increase parking fees for employees while refusing to bargain over the fee, and offered that low-wage
workers accept a lower raise this year than employees who make more. This is unfair to all workers and
the communities they service, especially when the University recently received an increase of 5% in its
state appropriation. Food service and building service workers are joining their voices to call for fair
treatment, dignity, and respect.

When: Thursday, July 25, at 4:30 pm

Where: Corner of S Oak St and W Kirby Ave, Champaign, IL 61820

Who: SEIU Local 73 members (UIUC food service and building service workers)
###
SEIU Local 73 represents more than 29,000 workers, primarily in public service and publicly funded
positions in school districts, municipalities, social service agencies, and many other job classifications in
Illinois and Indiana. We are dedicated to improving the lives of workers and their families.

